
Dear Chairs and Distinguished Members of the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee, 
 
My name is Amy Jones and I am a resident of West Hartford.  I am submitting testimony on 
behalf of the Connecticut Chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America in 
SUPPORT of H.B. 5653, An Act Establishing an Excise Tax on Ammunition to Provide Funding for 
Community Gun Violence and Intervention Program Grants.   
 
The role of legislators is to keep our communities safe while also being fiscally responsible. This 
bill will do just that.  A reasonable tax on ammunition could provide reliable, sustained funding 
for intervention programs operating in Connecticut cities and neighborhoods most impacted by 
gun violence. 
 
Despite having some of the strongest gun laws in the country, which have had a significant 
impact, Connecticut still struggles with gun violence. In an average year in Connecticut, 191 
people die by guns, including 73 people who die by firearm homicide.1 An additional 113 people 
are wounded by guns in a firearm assault or shooting by police.2 
 
Each year, gun violence costs Connecticut $2.6 billion, of which $57.1 million is paid by 
taxpayers.1. These costs associated with gun violence - including the costs of law enforcement, 
criminal justice, and health care - greatly outweigh the cost of investing in evidence-based 
preventative programs. And obviously, these substantial costs cannot capture the pain of losing 
a loved one or the trauma young people are subjected to and carry with them forever after 
witnessing a shooting. 
 
We need creative solutions to end the gun violence epidemic in this country. I am proud to live 
in Connecticut which has long been a leader in the gun violence prevention movement by 
enacting sensible gun laws. Let’s continue to do everything we can to end gun violence.  
 
Please support HB 5653. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Amy Jones 
West Hartford, CT 
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